Study Time 22
Ephesians 3:6-10

“This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.  Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by the working of his power.  To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.
· According to verse 6, what 3 things are Gentiles and Jews allowed together:
1.


2.


3.

These 3 things line up with God’s purpose of the mystery was to unify (1:9-10).  Because the closer you are with the body of believers, the closer you will be with God if working together in a godly way.  

They go hand-in-hand. (Chapter 4)

The key word in this passage is……. GOSPEL!


We see ‘gospel’ in 3:6 and 3:7.  “Gospel” means: a good message of the kingdom of God and of salvation through Christ, to be received by faith, on the basis of His sacrificial death, burial, resurrection, and ascension.

· What is the difference between “gospel” and “mystery?”

Gospel was essentially the truth proclaimed by Paul.

Mystery was essentially the truth revealed to Paul.

· Using v. 8-10, what specifically are the three jobs or aims of Paul in spreading the gospel? (There is 1 in each verse.)

1.

2.

3.

Verse 8: Paul is not being cowardly when he says, “though I am the very least of all the saints.”  He is not even 


displaying false humility.  Paul is in awe of God’s power to use a man who has known the gospel for only about 10 years.  Who Paul used to be and is now are significantly diffe3rent because of the power of Christ in him.

Application

Paul is a great example of modeling how to truly proclaim the gospel.  Sure, he writes how to proclaim the gospel but we also know that he lived out the gospel.   There is a lot of “Christian-lingo” among our Christian circles.  One of the phrases used often is “gospel-centered life.”  1. What does this mean though?  2. How do we practically live this out?  Also, many people use the term “Christian” to define their religious beliefs, while not all profess Christ as their Savior.  3. How would you explain to a friend that is not a believer, what you believe without using the word “Christian?” Answer these questions below or on the back.
